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Tasmania
Climate change is pushing Australian 
wine-growers south. Tasmania, the little 
island state 260 miles (420 km) across the 
Bass Strait from Melbourne, has been the 
logical next step. Its high latitudes (the same 
as New Zealand’s South Island) have made it 
the envy of many mainland winemakers. 
Hardys relies on Tasmania for fruit for its 
top Arras fizz. Yalumba does the same for 
Jansz and acquired the admired Dalrymple 
vineyards. Goelet Wine Estates, owner of 
Taltarni in Victoria, now depends on 
Tasmania for its Clover Hill wines. 

But the island makes some extremely 
accomplished still wines, too. Shaw + Smith’s 
acquisition of the renowned Tolpuddle 
vineyard was its first foray outside the 
Adelaide Hills. Its Pinot Noir in particular 
demonstrates just how well it was planned 
and planted. Brown Bros of Victoria made 

the boldest move into Tasmania of all: having 
acquired interests including Tamar Ridge, 
Pirie, and Devil’s Corner, it is now the island’s 
leading producer, attracted by the quality of 
its unusually fresh, well-balanced still Pinots.  
Brown Bros’ nearest rival, making Pipers 
Brook and Ninth Island wines, is Flemish-
owned Kreglinger Wine Estates.

Strictly limited 
Even as recently as 2017 the island’s grand 
total of 230 vineyards accounted for a mere 
4,940 acres (2,000 ha), limited in many cases 
by the availability of irrigation water. For 
although the island’s west coast is one of 
Australia’s wettest areas, complete with 
rainforests, Hobart vies with Adelaide as the 
driest state capital. So far, vineyards are 
confined to the eastern third of the island, in 
unofficial regions (all wines are labelled simply 
Tasmania) with very distinct characters.  
The sheltered Tamar Valley and the wooded, 
wetter, later-ripening Pipers River regions in 
the northeast of the island are reckoned to 
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